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The following piece is a transcript of a talk given at the Landing Strip in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota on June 16th, 2023. It details the brief opening of a 
ZLQGRZ�RI�UHYROW�LQ�(XJHQH��LW·V�VZLIW�FRĦRSWDWLRQ��DQG�GHPLVH��DQG�RɲHUV�LQVLJKWV�
DQG�OHVVRQV�WR�KHOS�LQVXUJHQWV�DFKLHYH�ORQJHU��GHHSHU��DQG�PRUH�ODVWLQJ�UXSWXUHV�

Together towards the Party of Disorder!

7KLV�]LQH�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�E\�&RXQWHUÁRZ�
LQ�������)RU�PRUH�SULQW�SXEOLFDWLRQV��SOHDVH�YLVLW�

FRXQWHUÁRZ�QREORJV�RUJ



On May 29th, 2020, a small and rowdy group ignited a rebellion 
in Eugene not seen since the famous days that preceded the Green 
Scare. The events of that night have been recounted in the piece On an 
Uprising and Its Deferral��ZKLFK�LV�DYDLODEOH�KHUH�WRQLJKW��EXW�,¶OO�EULHÀ\�
go over them again for those unaware of what took place: A small crowd 
gathered downtown in response to a call for a protest in solidarity with 
the nationwide uprising that was unfolding over the death of George 
Floyd, and which Minneapolis was its epicenter. The night before, we 
had all watched the Third Precinct righteously burn after days of siege, 
and some took it upon themselves to take the streets in solidarity.  
What transpired took us by surprise.

At the beginning of the protest, the crowd that gathered was 
UHODWLYHO\� VPDOO�� EDUHO\� HQRXJK� WR� ¿OO� RQH� RI� WKH� GRZQWRZQ� VWUHHWV��
Though clearly unsure of how to move together, it was apparent to 
some of us that the composition and intentions of the crowd were 
QRW� WKH� VDPH� DV� WKH� VWDOH�� DQG� RIWHQ� 1*2ĥOHG� UDOOLHV� DQG� SURWHVWV�
that we had grown accustomed to. Though it may have gone against 
conventional wisdom to wait for larger numbers before going on the 
attack, members of the crowd began tagging walls and businesses 
DOPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\��1HZVĥER[HV��DQG�RWKHU�LWHPV�PHDQW�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�
following police cruisers were dragged into the street. While this may 
seem like a fairly mild escalation relative to what happened here in 
Minneapolis, or other parts of the country that night, this was the 
¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�XV�SHUVRQDOO\�HQFRXQWHUHG�WKLV� W\SH�RI�WKLQJ�
in Eugene, and comrades who had been around much longer said the 
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VDPH��:KDW�ZDV�DOVR�GLɱHUHQW�DQG�UHIUHVKLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�QR�RQH�LQ�WKH�
FURZG�PDGH�DQ\�HɱRUW�WR�SROLFH�WKH�DFWLRQV�RI�RWKHUV��1HZ�WDJV�DQG�
more barricades were met with cheers and encouragement.

After meandering through the downtown core for a while, the crowd 
grew sizably, roughly doubling in numbers. They turned Northward to 
D�KLJKZD\�RQĥUDPS�QHDU�D�EXV\�VNDWHSDUN��&ROOHFWLYH�DPELWLRQ�OHG�WKH�
EXON�RI�WKH�FURZG�WR�JR�RQWR�WKH�RQĥUDPS�WR�WU\�WR�LQLWLDWH�D�EORFNDGH��
Waiting a few hundred feet in front of them were two Eugene police 
FUXLVHUV�ZKR¶V�RɷFHUV�VWHSSHG�RXW�WR�RUGHU�WKH�FURZG�WR�PRYH�EDFN��
Debris was thrown at them before the police attempted to deploy 
pepper spray, however their cans were either not pressurized or they 
did not know how to use them, and the mace came out in a sad stream 
of only a few feet, not impacting any of its intended targets. Almost 
immediately, all of the windows of their cruisers were smashed, and the 
IUDQWLF�RɷFHUV�UXVKHG�LQVLGH�RI�WKHP�DQG�VSHG�Rɱ��7KH�(3'�ZDV�QRW�WR�
be seen the rest of the night. In much the same way as a witness to the 
beginning of the Oscar Grant rebellion recounts the initial smashing 
of Oakland Police cruisers by youth in the piece, You Can’t Shoot Us All, 
this is a moment that I consider to be special in Eugene’s history.

7KH�FURZG�H[LWHG�WKH�RQĥUDPS��GHFLGLQJ�QRW�WR�DWWHPSW�WR�EORFNDGH�
the highway, and settled at an intersection just by the entrance where 
a couple of strip malls were. A dumpster was rolled into the street, and 
VHW�RQ�¿UH��FUHDWLQJ�D�EHDFRQ�ZKLFK�VLJQDOHG�WR�RWKHUV��³7KH�ULRW�LV�KHUH��
come and join us.” Throughout the night, the intersection became 
ÀRRGHG�ZLWK�KXQGUHGV�RI�SHRSOH�RI�DOO�W\SHV��7KHUH�ZHUH��RI�FRXUVH��
\RXU�VWDQGDUG�PLOLWDQWV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�ĥ�WKH�VDPH�SHRSOH�WKDW�\RX�VHH�DW�
a protest regularly, but far outnumbering them were a hodgepodge of 
characters cutting across social categories.

These were people who had, by and large, not previously been 
connected with by the web of political organizations and institutions 
in Eugene and therefore were not brought together with the typical 
frameworks or baggage that we usually see. As such, possibilities were 
opened that we had never seen before: many people came to participate 
LQ�ORRWLQJ��WR�GUDJ�ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�FRXOG�FDUU\�RU�JHW�ORRVH�LQWR�WKH�HYHUĥ
JURZLQJ�¿UH��RU�VLPSO\�WR�KDQJ�RXW�DQG�UHYHO�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW��7KLV�ODFN�
of organized political leadership also made it impossible for any one 
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/DVWO\�,�ZLOO�DGG�WKDW�FRZDUGLFH�LV�D�SDUW�RI�LW�WRR��6LPSO\�SXW��WKHUH�
DUH�SHRSOH��VHOI�GHVFULEHG�SURJUHVVLYHV�DQG�UDGLFDOV�ZKR�HVSRXVH�DQWLĥ
racism, but who will not put their money where their mouth is, and are 
afraid of escalation. Fear is an understandable emotion to widespread 
XSKHDYDO� DQG� ÀXLG� VLWXDWLRQV�� EXW� ,� VWUHVV� WKDW� WKLV� LV� QR� H[FXVH� WR�
condemn those who take matters into their own hands.

What became clear in the aftermath of the May 29th rebellion 
in Eugene, is that these denunciations rooted in the idea that 
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�D�UHEHOOLRQ�LV�VRPHKRZ�UDFLVW�ZHUH�HɱHFWLYH�DQG�ZLOO�
surely remain a tactic of those in the future looking to restore order. 
On our part, it is important to strategize around ways to undermine 
this tactic ahead of time. 

/HW�PH�EH�FOHDU��DQ�DQDUFKLVP�ZRUWK�LWV�QDPH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�LQYROYHG�
LQ�HɱRUWV�WR�LPSRVH�RUGHU�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�XV��:H�DUH�QRW�LQ�WKH�
business of denouncing rebellion, but escalating it and making the 
UXSWXUH� GHHSHU� WKH� QH[W� WLPH� DURXQG�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� RXU� DQDUFKLVP�
DLPV�WR�EULQJ�IRUWK�WKH�EORVVRPLQJ�RI�DV�PDQ\�IRUPVĥRIĥOLIH�DV�FDQ�EH�
thought of, building an ecstatic presence in the world again, and rested 
on a commitment to a common future with that which lives around 
XV��7KLV�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�VSRNHQ�WR�E\�H[LVWLQJ�SROLWLFDO�
frameworks, besides our own.

7DONV�OLNH�WKLV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VKDUH�RXU�H[SHULHQFH��QDPH�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�� DQG� JDWKHU� LQVLJKWV�� 2XU� SRVWĥ����� SURMHFW� LQ� (XJHQH�
KDV� EHHQ� WR� SXVK� RXU� RZQ� QDUUDWLYHV� WKDW� DɷUP� GLVRUGHUOLQHVV��
insurrection, and aim for rupture. This has achieved us good results, 
but we are still working to connect as much as we can with people who 
share our perspectives. We believe that it is by connecting ahead of 
WLPH��DQG�IRUPLQJ�D�YLDEOH�IRUFH�ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�KLVWRU\��H[SHULHQFH��DQG�
orientation, that we can outmaneuver more civil formations on the 
VWUHHW�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�WKDW�XQUHVW�EUHDNV�RXW�

+HUH�LV�WR�KRSLQJ�WKDW�QH[W�WLPH��WKHUH�LV�D�QLJKW�WZR�
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By looking at Eugene from this angle, as being held together by 
a class and cultural alliance fundamentally opposed to criminality 
and disorder, one can better understand the intense fear and 
swift denunciations that followed the events of May 29th. The 
condemnations, particularly directed at the rioting and looting, serve 
DV�D�UHDɷUPDWLRQ�RI�:KLWH�2UGHU��DV�WKH\�GHIHQG�WKH�FRUH�SURSHUW\�
relations that underpin it. While white progressivism often portrays 
LWVHOI�DV�DQ�DOO\� WR�PDUJLQDOL]HG�JURXSV�¿JKWLQJ� IRU� OLEHUDWLRQ�� LW�ZLOO�
not accept its own members joining the revolutionaries. To stand in 
VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�D�PXOWLĥUDFLDO�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�FURVV�RYHU�LQWR�WKH�UHDOP�
of criminality is, in essence, an abandonment of Whiteness.

)XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH� ULRWHUV� SRVHG� D� WKUHDW� WR� WKH� VHOIĥLPDJH� WKDW�
the people of Eugene use to absolve themselves of complicity in the 
SHUSHWXDWLRQ�RI�UDFLVP�DQG�ZKLWH�VXSUHPDF\��7KLV�VHOIĥLPDJH�SRUWUD\V�
WKHP�DV�H[FHSWLRQDO�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�KDYH�FROOHFWLYHO\�DFKLHYHG�D�VRFLDO�
SHDFH�WKDW�VXSSRVHGO\�H[FOXGHV�VXFK�LVVXHV��³(XJHQH�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�
ZLWK�ZKDW¶V�KDSSHQLQJ� LQ� ĪLQVHUW�FLW\ī�´�ZDV�D�FRQVWDQW� UHIUDLQ�KHDUG�
after a rowdy demonstration that Summer.

:KLWHQHVV��PDUNHG�E\� LWV�WHQGHQF\�WR�VK\�DZD\�IURP�FRQÀLFW�DV�
D� UHÀHFWLRQ� RI� LWV� JXLOW\� FRQVFLHQFH�� FRXOG� QRW� HDVLO\� UHFRQFLOH�ZLWK�
WKH� H[SRVXUH� RI� D� GLɱHUHQW� UHDOLW\� DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQ� EURXJKW� IRUWK� E\�
the rioters. This alternate conception of reality, is fundamentally 
incompatible with Eugene’s notion of White Peace.

Conclusion
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IRUPDWLRQ�RU�RUJDQL]HG�JURXS�ĪRI�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�IHZī�WR�KDYH�VZD\�
RYHU�WKH�FURZG�DV�D�ZKROH��DQG�VR�FDOOV�IRU�GHHVFDODWLRQ�ĪOLNH��WR�VWRS�
EUHDNLQJ�LQWR�VWRUHV�DQG�ORRWLQJī�ZHUH�LJQRUHG�

The riot lasted until around 2:00 AM when the Eugene Police had 
gathered enough numbers to teargas the intersection, and the crowd 
dispersed. There were no arrests made that night.

This was a truly empowering and inspiring night for many of us 
in Eugene, and has played a major part in shaping our approach to 
RXU�SROLWLFDO�HɱRUWV�HYHU� VLQFH��+RZHYHU�� WRGD\�,�DP�KHUH� WR� WDON� WR�
you about how the riot in Eugene was quickly denounced, condemned, 
and delegitimized, by a coalition of Activists, the Eugene Progressives, 
1*2¶V��&LW\�/HDGHUV��DQG�WKH�3ROLFH��,�DP�KHUH�WR�WHOO�\RX�KRZ�VXFK�
DQ�LQVSLULQJ�DQG�SRZHUIXO�PRPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�VWLOOĥERUQ�LQ�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�
to blossom towards a rebellion like we saw across much of the country 
that weekend. I will talk about rhetorical maneuvers that were 
LPPHGLDWHO\�GHSOR\HG�LQ�WKH�ULRW¶V�DIWHUPDWK��ZK\�WKRVH�ZHUH�HɱHFWLYH�
LQ�RXU�FRQWH[W��DQG�ZKDW�WKLV�UKHWRULF�VLJQDOV�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�SXVK�LW�
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7KH�¿UHV�RI�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�JDYH�ZD\�WKH�QH[W�GD\�WR�D�GRZQSRXU��
D�OLWHUDO�RQH��&KDUPLQJ�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW�UDLQ�ZKLFK�VRDNV�HYHU\WKLQJ��
DQG�GRHV�QRW�VWRS�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�GD\��,Q�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��LW¶V�GLɷFXOW��EXW�
not impossible, to get people to attend things which are scheduled 
outdoors. This was certainly a factor in the riot not playing out through 
the weekend, following the rhythm of the rest of the country. But even 
PRUH�HɱHFWLYH�WKDQ�WKH�UDLQ�ZDV�WKH�GHOXJH�RI�RXWUDJH��GLVDYRZDO��DQG�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ��WKDW�FDPH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�RɷFLDO�SUHVV�UHOHDVHV��SRVWV�RQ�
Facebook, and messages posted to large Signal loops. If you had been 
privy to the discourse that day, you would have been met with long 
dissertations from self described radicals about how the looting of the 
strip malls was in fact racist because there were black people present 
ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�¿OPHG�WHOOLQJ�ĪDVVXPHGī�ZKLWH�SHRSOH�WR�VWRS�VPDVKLQJ�
windows to gain entrance. The video clip of this incident was famously 
VHL]HG�RQ�E\�)DUĥ5LJKW�EORJJHU�$QG\�1JR��<RX�PD\�KDYH�DOVR�KHDUG�
about how the riot, with its alleged overwhelming white participation 
ĪKDUGO\� D� VXUSULVH� JLYHQ� WKDW� (XJHQH� UHJLVWHUV� DV� ��İ�ZKLWH� RQ� WKH�
&HQVXVī�ZDV�QRW�FHQWHULQJ�EODFN�YRLFHV��:KLFK�RQHV"�:H�FDQ�QRW�EH�
sure, but we might assume correctly.

0HDQZKLOH��FKDWWHU�VZLUOHG�DPRQJVW�VRPH�RI�(XJHQH¶V�VRĥFDOOHG�
radicals who either refused to endorse the riot or outright condemned 
LW�� ³,� KDYH� PL[HG� IHHOLQJV´� EHFDPH� WKH� VORJDQ� RI� WKRVH� ZKR� ZHUH�
FDXJKW�ZKROO\�XQSUHSDUHG�IRU�UHYROW�EXW�KDG�WKH�VHQVH�QRW�WR�H[SUHVV�
their discomfort.

The Restoration of Order

�

foundation of the city which makes White Peace from the left possible. 
7KLV�LV�ZKR�WKH�&LW\�UHIHUV�WR�ZKHQ�WKH\�VSHDN�RI�³2XU�&RQVWLWXHQF\�´�
)DU� IURP� IRUPLQJ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� D� PRYHPHQWĥLQĥFRPPRQ� WRZDUGV�
liberation, it instead manifests itself in a white orderliness from the 
/HIW��2QH�WKDW�LV�QRW�WRR�GLVUXSWLYH��ZKLFK�LV�ZHOO�PDQQHUHG��WROHUDQW��
DQG�ZKLFK�EHOLHYHV�LQ�&LYLF�(QJDJHPHQW�

If I can give you a visual of this particular brand of white order 
that reigns in Eugene, imagine a well tended garden in someone’s front 
\DUG�ZLWK� DQ� ³(YHU\RQH� LV�:HOFRPH�+HUH´� VLJQ� DQG� D�5LQJ�&DPHUD�
surveilling the street. This epitomizes the outward appearance of 
inclusivity while preserving an antagonism towards the criminal class. 

White Order does not materialize out of thin air; it requires active 
VHOIĥLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� IURP� LWV� SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKR� IHHO� D� SHUVRQDO� VWDNH� LQ�
XSKROGLQJ�LW��:KLOH�WKH�PRUH�H[WUHPH�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�WKLV�PRELOL]DWLRQ�
may involve lynch mobs or vigilante actions, the liberal manifestations 
RIWHQ� WDNH� WKH� IRUP� RI� PRGHO� FLWL]HQV�� ³JRRG� QHLJKERUV�´� RU� ³JRRG�
FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�´�(XJHQH�KDV�QR�VKRUWDJH�RI� LQGLYLGXDOV�¿WWLQJ�
into these latter categories.
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)LQDOO\��WKHUH�H[LVWV�D�ODUJH��ZHOO�IXQGHG��DQG�DFWLYH�OHIWĥZLQJ�EDVH�
made up of activists tackling a litany of issues, NGO workers, elected 
RɷFLDOV�ĪDQG�DVSLUDWLRQDO�HOHFWVī��DQG�RWKHU�VHOIĥGHVFULEHG�³FRPPXQLW\�
organizations”. They each come with their overlapping bases of 
supporters who they can call on, to come to this or that demonstration, 
for funding, or to listen to and hopefully adopt their positions on 
whatever issue. They run the spectrum from merely identifying as 
OLEHUDOV��WR�VRPH�VHOIĥLGHQWLI\LQJ�DV�VRFLDOLVW��RU�HYHQ�DQDUFKLVW�DGMDFHQW��
When in discussion with someone steeped with investment in this 
FROODJH�RI�IRUPDWLRQV��WKH�ZRUG�³FRPPXQLW\´�LV�RIWHQ�LQYRNHG�WR�PHDQ�
themselves, and the others belonging to this social environment. Their 
horizons are often limited to vague references to a future resembling a 
OLEHUWDULDQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�FXUUHQWO\�H[LVWLQJ�VRFLHW\��IUHH�VFKRROV��XQLRQ�
jobs, democracy, community defense, and transformative justice to 
enforce their order.

0RYHPHQWV� FDQQRW� HVFDSH� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� WKHLU� HQYLURQPHQW��
DQG� KHUH� LW� LV� QR� GLɱHUHQW��7KH� UKHWRULF� HPSOR\HG� E\� WKHVH� JURXSV�
often falls short of inspiring and, at times, can even have detrimental 
HɱHFWV��DV�ZLWQHVVHG�DIWHU�0D\���WK��7KH�DFWLRQV�RI�WKH�/HIW�$FWLYLVWV�
as a whole tend to follow a predictable script of discoursing with 
SRZHU�WKURXJK�V\PEROLF�SURWHVW�ZKLOH�H[SHFWLQJ�SDVVLYLW\�IURP�WKHLU�
followers. For instance, a typical environmental action in Eugene may 
gather a hundred people at the headquarters of a local natural gas 
company, opposed by a tepid environmental coalition. While a banner 
is unfurled, smoke bombs may be ignited, and a prepared statement is 
VKDUHG�RYHU�D�PHJDSKRQH��+Lĥ'H¿QLWLRQ�SKRWRV�DUH�WDNHQ��DQG�D�SUHVV�
UHOHDVH�LV�VKDUHG�WR�VRFLDO�PHGLD��:DVK��5LQVH��5HSHDW�

These actions ultimately lack inspiration and yield limited 
UHVXOWV��1HYHUWKHOHVV�� LW� LV� FUXFLDO� QRW� WR�GLVUHJDUG� WKHLU� VLJQL¿FDQFH�
or underestimate their broader impact, as they contribute to making 
Eugene a fertile ground for activist managers to be trained and replicated, 
as well as setting a standard for protest and action in the popular mind 
RI�WKH�FLW\��1RWDEO\��IXQGLQJ��DQG�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�/HDGHUVKLS��IRU�PDQ\�RI�
WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�3URJUHVVLYH�/LEHUDO�FODVV�LQ�WRZQ�

7KHVH� WKUHH� NH\� GHPRJUDSKLFV�� WKH� 3URJUHVVLYH� /LEHUDO� &ODVV��
+LSSLH�5HPQDQWV�� DQG� WKH�/HIW�$FWLYLVWV�� WKRXJK�QRW� DQ� H[KDXVWLYH�
list of the composition of forces in Eugene, together serve as the civic 

10

7KHVH�UKHWRULFDO�DWWDFNV�KDG�WKH�HɱHFW�RI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQ\RQH�ZKR�
KDG� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� ULRW� ĪVSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH� ORRWLQJī� DV� EHLQJ� UDFLVW�
and a participant themselves in white supremacy. That rather than 
DFWLYHO\� ¿JKWLQJ� EDFN� DJDLQVW�:KLWH� 6XSUHPDF\�� WKH\� ZHUH� LQVWHDG�
DɷUPLQJ�WKH�YHU\�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�OHG�WR�WKH�PXUGHU�RI�*HRUJH�)OR\G�LQ�
Minneapolis. This was, of course, argued against by some who could 
see that this was ludicrous but there were not enough voices, or those 
ZLWK�PXFK�LQÀXHQFH��ZKR�FRXOG�WXUQ�WKH�WLGH�RQ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��,W�LV�
often a disappointment, and was back then, that many white comrades 
are simply not ready or comfortable with putting their reputation on 
WKH� OLQH� LQ� DQ� RSHQ� DQG� IDVWĥPRYLQJ� VHWWLQJ�ZKHQ� SRWHQWLDOO\� EHLQJ�
called racist is at stake. The truth is that If we don’t have the voices 
that know better to speak up, then we can’t win these debates in the 
popular discourse.

The spontaneous and insurrectionary energy of the night before 
had successfully been rendered marginal before the day was over, and 
WKH�&LW\�RI�(XJHQH�DQG�LWV�SROLWLFDO�FODVV�ZDVWHG�QR�WLPH�LQ�LPSRVLQJ�
D�FXUIHZ��DQG�RUJDQL]LQJ�D�PDVV�PDUFK�WR�QRZKHUH�WKH�QH[W�GD\�ĪZLWK�
RYHU��������SUHVHQWī�WR�DɷUP�LWV�SULPDU\�FRQVWLWXHQF\�DQG�VHW�D�VWHULOH�
standard for how the rest of the summer would go. Though thousands 
met in the street that day, there was a clear heaviness and suspicion 
SUHVHQW� DPRQJVW� WKH� PDUFKĥJRHUV�� DQG� QRWKLQJ� ZRUWK� PHQWLRQLQJ�
happened on the primary march, though a few hundreds did attempt 
to meet after dispersal but were quickly routed by the Eugene police. 
Order restored.
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I have read an account of what happened here in Minneapolis to 
WXUQ� WKH� UHEHOOLRQ� LQWR�D�PDVVĥDFWLYLW\�RI� VHOIĥSROLFLQJ�ZKLFK� VSHOOHG�
its demise. I felt it was important to share the story of Eugene here 
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�LQ�UKHWRULFDO�DWWDFNV��VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DɷUP�
HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�RXU�H[SHULHQFHV��DQG�GHYHORS�FROOHFWLYH�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�JHW�
DKHDG�RI�WKLV�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�

To understand how these attacks worked and were successful in 
reimposing order, I want to spend a little bit of time describing Eugene, 
DQG� LWV� FRQWH[W��$IWHU� WKDW�� ,�ZLOO� GHVFULEH� LWV�SROLWLFDO� FRPSRVLWLRQ��
:KDW�IROORZV�ZLOO�E\�QR�PHDQV�EH�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�DFFRXQW�RI�IRUFHV�LQ�
Eugene, just those I feel were particularly relevant to the neutralization 
of the rebellion.

Eugene, is an idyllic forest city located at the Southern end of 
Oregon’s picturesque Willamette Valley. It is nestled amidst stunning 
natural surroundings. Stretching for 100 miles, the valley forms a 
FRUULGRU�LQ�WKH�1RUWKZHVW�UHJLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH��ÀDQNHG�E\�WKH�3DFL¿F�
&RDVW�WR�WKH�:HVW�DQG�WKH�LPSRVLQJ�&DVFDGH�PRXQWDLQ�UDQJH�WR�WKH�
(DVW��KRPH�WR�VRPH�RI�WKH�WDOOHVW�SHDNV�LQ�WKH�&RQWLQHQWDO�86��+RXVLQJ�
WKUHHĥTXDUWHUV� RI� WKH� VWDWH¶V� SRSXODWLRQ�� WKH� YDOOH\¶V� 1RUWK� PHHWV�
the border with Washington, where the city of Portland is located. 
+RZHYHU�� GXH� WR� LWV� GHQVH� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ� WR� WKH� UHVW� RI�
Oregon and the unique physical geography of the state, the Willamette 
9DOOH\�¿QGV�LWVHOI�ERWK�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\�DQG�SROLWLFDOO\�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�
predominantly conservative and economically disadvantaged areas 

Eugene and its Constituency

�

beyond its boundaries. This divide has given rise to tensions, leading 
WR� D� PRYHPHQW� NQRZQ� DV� ³7KH� *UHDWHU� ,GDKR� 0RYHPHQW�´� ZKLFK�
VHHNV� WR� HVWDEOLVK� QRQĥELQGLQJ� UHIHUHQGXPV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWLHV� RXWVLGH�
the valley, aiming to join the neighboring state of Idaho. Nested in 
WKLV� PRYHPHQW�� ZH� KDYH� WKH� DOOĥWRRĥIDPLOLDU� GLYLGH� EHWZHHQ� SRRU��
FRQVHUYDWLYH�UXUDO�DUHDV��DQG�³&RDVWDO�(OLWHV�´�7KLV�G\QDPLF�SOD\V�RXW�
locally between liberal Eugene, and its close, conservative neighbors, 
OLNH�6SULQJ¿HOG��9HQHWD��DQG�-XQFWLRQ�&LW\�

(XJHQH�LV�VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�D�FROOHJH�WRZQ��D�+LSSLH�0HFFD��DQG�
D�GHVWLQDWLRQ�FLW\�IRU�ZHOOĥWRĥGR�SURJUHVVLYHV�ZKR�ZRXOG�SUHIHU�WR�OLYH�
VRPHZKHUH�³FOHDQ�´�SLFWXUHVTXH��DQG�RUGHUO\��7KH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKLV�FODVV�DUH�
often the leaders and best paid employees of its constellation of civic 
organizations, institutions, and NGO’s. Within Eugene’s social fabric, 
WKLV�LQÀXHQWLDO�FRKRUW�RSHUDWHV�ZLWK�D�OHYHO�RI�LPSOLFLW�DFFHSWDQFH��WKHLU�
contributions to the public sphere garnering them respect and authority. 
+RZHYHU�� WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI� WKHLU�ZHDOWK� DQG� LQÀXHQFH�RIWHQ� UHPDLQV�
unspoken, rarely subjected to scrutiny, let alone challenges.

(PEHGGHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VHOIĥLPDJH�RI�(XJHQH�LV�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
RQFH��DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�VWLOO�LV�ĪWKURXJK�WLUHG�UHHQDFWPHQWī��D�UHYHUHG�
KXE�RI�WKH�+LSSLH�0RYHPHQW��RQFH�IUHTXHQWHG�E\�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�FRXQWHUĥ
FXOWXUDO�¿JXUH�DQG�DXWKRU��.HQ�.HVH\��7KLV�KLVWRULFDO�DVVRFLDWLRQ�SOD\V�D�
VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKH�FLW\¶V�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\��IRVWHULQJ�D�EHOLHI�
that this bygone era bestows upon Eugene an inherent openness and 
DFFHSWDQFH�RI�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZD\V�RI�OLIH��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHDOLW\�WRGD\��LI�LW�HYHU�
WUXO\� UHÀHFWHG� WKLV� VSLULW�� LV� WKDW� VXFK� VHQWLPHQWV�QRZ�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�
reside in the realm of nostalgia, witnessed only in the aging remnants of 
the hippie community and the occasional marathon drum solos during 
ORFDO�-DP�%DQG�SHUIRUPDQFHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ�IRU�WKHUH�
WR�EH�D�FURVVRYHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROGHU�KLSSLH�GHPRJUDSKLF�DQG�WKH�DɹXHQW�
SURJUHVVLYH�FODVV�LQ�(XJHQH��,W�LV�HYHQ�OHVV�UDUH�WR�¿QG�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�
either of these groups serving as your landlord, having acquired housing 
inventory years ago when prices were relatively low, or having invested 
in properties upon their recent arrival. This convergence of the aging 
FRXQWHUFXOWXUH� DQG� WKH�PRQH\HG� HOLWH� H[HPSOL¿HV� WKH� LQWULFDWH� VRFLDO�
IDEULF�RI�(XJHQH��ZKHUH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�FXOWXUDO�LQÀXHQFHV�LQWHUWZLQH�LQ�
ZD\V�WKDW�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�FLW\¶V�VHOIĥSHUFHSWLRQ�
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